Understanding the forces driving medical group practice activities: an overview.
This article provides the historical context for examining the current forces driving medical group practice organizations. Prepayment has been around for some groups since the 1930s and the dual objectives of lowering costs and improving the quality of patient care were among the original reasons for forming group practices. Some of the basic issues for group practices today are discussed in light of evolution of this model of service delivery and the intensity of today's changing environment.